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Blast from  
the past 
After the last issue, we 
asked you to send in photos 
from your graduation in 
celebration of this month’s 
commencement 
ceremonies. In this 
throwback photo, 
Samantha Calabrese 
(center) prepares to walk 
across the stage with her 
classmates at SUNY 
Oswego, where she earned 
her bachelor’s in 2009. 
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BY MARY COCHRANE 
 

Now that UB has launched its Boldly Buffalo 
campaign — the university’s first 
comprehensive fundraising campaign in 15 
years — staff members across the university 
have a special role to play as it unfolds in the 
coming weeks and months.  

The university officially kicked off Boldly 
Buffalo: The Campaign for UB at two events 
this spring: a private launch dinner on April 
27 in Alumni Arena, and a public launch on 
April 30 in the Student Union. 

The campaign seeks to raise $650 million to 
deliver transformative changes to the 
university, Western New York and the 
world. Gifts will fund student scholarships 
and experiential learning opportunities; 
faculty research and endowed chair 
positions; and building and facilities 
upgrades. 

UB President Satish Tripathi and Rod 
Grabowski, vice president for university 
advancement, announced at the April events 
that donors already have given $451 million 
— nearly 70 percent — toward the goal during 
the campaign’s quiet phase. The School of 
Management is 45 percent of the way to its 
$40 million unit goal. 

Here’s how you can be bold during the 
campaign. 

Learn more about Boldly Buffalo at 
the campaign website: 
buffalo.edu/campaign. 

Read more about the School of 
Management’s fundraising priorities 
and how the school is transforming 
business education and defining the 
future of management.   

Make a gift to Boldly Buffalo.  
Give online (it’s easy!) at 
ubfoundation.buffalo.edu/giving, 
where you’ll find options for your 
gift.    

Spread the word: Whether you’ve 
made a gift or not, tell your friends 
and family about Boldly Buffalo by 
posting on your social media 
accounts or sharing posts from the 
university pages. 

Sit back and enjoy the good feeling 
that comes from helping UB, the 
School of Management and our 
students fulfill their dreams. 
 

Mary Cochrane is an editor and writer in 
University Advancement at UB. 
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5 ways  to be bold during UB’s 
Boldly Buffalo campaign 
 

https://www.buffalo.edu/campaign
http://buffalo.edu/campaign/priorities-and-goals/school-of-management
https://ubfoundation.buffalo.edu/giving
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Annie Hayes 
Assistant Director of Internships and Experiential Learning 
 

In her role, Annie advises undergrads on internships and experiential learning 
opportunities, works with employers to develop internship descriptions and opportunities, 
and plans events related to experiential learning. She’s a UB alumna with a master’s in 
student affairs administration and a bachelor’s in communications. Annie last served as 
administrative coordinator in the UB Office of the President, and interned in several UB 
offices during her collegiate career. Outside of work, Annie is in the midst of buying a house; 
she also enjoys traveling and spending time with friends and her dog, Mila. 
 

Since the last issue of Inside Management, four professional staff members have joined the School of Management. Read 
on to meet your new co-workers. 
 

 

Jeffrey Piscitelli  
Assistant Dean and Senior Director of Philanthropy 
 

Jeff leads our philanthropy team. His new role marks a return to UB, where he previously 
served as major gift officer for the School of Law. “My goal is to create the best student experi-
ence possible by enlisting the support of our alumni base,” says Jeff, who has a bachelor’s in 
economics from the University of Rochester. “I’m excited to be back in Western New York, 
and to join the School of Management because of the campaign launch and the potential to 
have a lasting impact on the school.” Jeff lives in Orchard Park with his wife, Lauren, and their 
children, Pia and JJ. He enjoys golf, motorcycles and cheering on the Bills and Sabres. 

 

Mark Bunting 
Recruitment and Admission Advisor, Center for Executive Development 
 

In the CED, Mark promotes the EMBA and PMBA programs to local and regional working 
professionals and the business community. He last served as assistant director and transfer 
coordinator at Villa Maria College, and holds a bachelor’s in communications from Slippery 
Rock University and a master’s in history from Buffalo State. His wife, Lora, is an associate 
professor in social psychology at UB, and they have two sons, Sam and Josh. In his free time, 
Mark coaches youth soccer for the Amherst Soccer Association, serves on the stewardship 
committee for his church and loves traveling. He’s been to 40 states and 30 countries so far. 
 

 

Kara Lanuti 
Assistant Director of Global Programs 
 

Kara is a familiar face in the school — for more than a year, she’s worked in the Graduate 
Programs Office as a part-time student services assistant and admissions processor. In her 
new role, she’s helping Dorothy Siaw-Asamoah, director of global programs, to identify, 
create and implement global opportunities for our students. She earned her master’s in 
higher education and student affairs administration this year from Buffalo State, and has a 
bachelor’s in social sciences from UB. In her free time, Kara enjoys traveling, reading, doing 
yoga and spinning, and walking with her husband and dog around North Buffalo. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

Outstanding 
Advisor: Meg 
Bragdon 
 

Strengthening our community 

 
If you’ve ever attended Coffee with Colleagues or the annual School of Management 
faculty/staff holiday party, you’ve seen the Strengthening our Sense of Community Committee 
in action. Committee members include, from left, Laura Amo, Maggie Herdzik, Jennifer 
Musone, Hailley MacDonald, Cindy Mruk and Caitlin Rush. Thank you to the entire committee 
for your hard work throughout the year to help our faculty and staff get to know one another. 
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Inclusive, rewarding opportunities 

 

In Good Company 
 

    Tom Ulbrich, assistant dean and executive 
director of the School of Management’s Center 
for Entrepreneurial Leadership (CEL), learned 
about the Cantalician Center for Learning 
when its executive director, Anne Spisiak, 
completed the CEL Core program in 2010. A 
few years later, he re-engaged with the 
organization to consult on the launch of 
Diversified Labor Solutions, a packaging 
business that provides rewarding, inclusive 
job opportunities for refugees and individuals 
with disabilities. He’s been a strong supporter 
of the organization ever since. 

The cause 
Each year, the Cantalician Center’s daycare, 
preschool and school-age programs serve 
nearly 300 students, while its community and 
day services welcome more than 200 adults. 
“The work we do is critically important to our 
region,” Tom says. “Cantalician Center contin-
ues to provide progressive, innovative oppor-
tunities for individuals with disabilities 
through person-centered, compassionate ser-
vices that promote independence and offer 
meaningful opportunities.” 

His work 
After working with the organization to help 

launch Diversified Labor Solutions, a first-
of-its-kind initiative in New York State, Tom 
remains an active board member, volunteer 
and strategy consultant. 

Get involved 
“Visit our website at cantaliciancenter.org, 
or call me and I can tell you more about the 
great work we do,” says Tom. 

 

Above, the MBA 
Consulting Club, with 
guidance from Tom 
Ulbrich (left), worked 
on two projects with 
the Cantalician 
Center during the 
2016-17 school year.  
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Knowledgeable, organized, com-
passionate, helpful — these are 
some adjectives Meg Bragdon’s 
colleagues use to describe her. 
Meanwhile, her students said, 
“She is my favorite advisor for-
ever,” and, “She is outstanding. 
She can answer my questions 
before I ask.” 

With glowing reviews like that, 
it’s no surprise Meg was named 
the 2018 Outstanding Academic 
Advisor by UB’s Undergraduate 
Advisement Council, in rec-
ognition of her work to help stu-
dents set and reach academic 
goals, find campus services, ad-
here to UB policies and engage 
with experiential learning and 
other opportunities. 

Meg joined the school’s 
Undergraduate Programs 
Committee in 2015 after serving 
for more than four years as 
program coordinator in the 
University Honors College. 

“Meg is so well-deserving of this 
award,” says Deidre Marriner, 
director of undergraduate aca-
demic advisement in the school. 
“She is not satisfied with the 
status quo — she takes initiative 
and creates positive change.” 

 

http://www.cantaliciancenter.org/


 

 

 

 

On May 4, the School of Management’s Center for 
Leadership and Organizational Effectiveness (CLOE) hosted 
its fourth conference, centered this year on the theme of 
“Give and take.”  

School of Management faculty experts, high-level alumni 
and other speakers led breakout sessions on such topics as 
servant leadership, social networks, the power of 
collaboration and preparing the next generation of leaders. 
The day’s keynote speaker, bestselling author and Wharton 
professor Adam Grant, delivered a presentation on the 
power of people-oriented leadership — how thinking of 
others can help you lead and succeed. (Photos: Tom Wolf) 

 

Give and take 
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Picture This 
 

    

Molly Anderson, executive director of CLOE, with Adam Grant. 

Paul Tesluk, dean of the School of Management, presents on shared leadership. 

Jackie Ghosen, assistant dean and director of 
communications, with Adam Grant and his book, Give 
and Take, which inspired the conference theme. 

Molly with Dorothy Siaw-Asamoah, clinical assistant 
professor and director of global programs. 

Courtney Walsh, 
assistant dean of 
executive edu-
cation, introduces 
Dottie Gallagher-
Cohen, EMBA ’07, 
president and 
CEO of the 
Buffalo Niagara 
Partnership, 
before Dottie’s 
breakout session.  


