
accessing proprietary re-
search databases, you can 
investigate over 15 million 
companies and 20 million 
industry contacts in 200 in-
dustries, connect with alumni, 
set job triggers, assign search 
agents and track your search 
activities.  CareerBeam does 
the "heavy lifting" for you - 
saving you valuable research 
time, enhancing communica-
tions and giving you a com-
petitive edge to interviews 
and networking. If interna-
tional is the way you are 
heading, they also give you 
access to a database which 
identifies 2 million interna-
tional companies in over 70 
countries.   You may also 
utilize the E-Library, which 
provides a gateway to 350 
career sites that are cata-
logued, hot-link and anno-
tated for easy access.  
 

ROBIN PENBERTHY 
 

Are you ready for life after 
school?  Is the thought of a 
job search in today’s highly 
competitive employment mar-
ket overwhelming?  We can 
help.  The UB School of Man-
agement Alumni Association 
(SOMAA), in conjunction with 
the School of Management’s 
Career Resource Center 
(CRC), has contracted with 
CareerBeam, LLC, a state-of-
the-art online virtual career 
“success center” to provide 
School of Management stu-
dents with free access to 
their excellent industry, job 
and company research.   
 
CareerBeam’s robust re-
search tools take you through 
numerous web-enabled exer-
cises to guide you in creating 
effective networks and con-
ducting a strategic search.  By 

You can self-register to 
use CareerBeam at 
www.careerbeam.com/
BuffaloReg.asp   Read more 
about this program at mgt. 
buffalo.edu/alumni/
careerbeam.  
 
Of note, the UB School of 
Management Career Re-
source Center’s (CRC) web 
career tools nicely comple-
ment CareerBeam by offering 
the most effective advice/tips 
on how to market your rele-
vant skills and experiences on 
both resumes and cover let-
ters, as well as during inter-
views.     
 
Visit the CRC web site at 
www.mgt.buffalo.edu/career 
for help in planning your ca-
reer.  

Career Research Help Funded by the SOM Alumni Association  
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Updates from the Editor-in-Chief 
 
We’re looking for a few ambitious first year students to take over for Evan and I starting next fall.   

Do you want to be the next Editor or Director-in-Chief?  If so, we want to hear from you! 

 
Are you interested in contributing to the MBA Exchange?  We are always looking for 

people interested in sharing articles, updates on SOM activities, pictures of MBA 
events, etc.  Do you have something to share with your classmates?   

 

Send us an email ñ mbaXchange@gmail.com  
  

http://www.careerbeam.com/BuffaloReg.asp
http://www.careerbeam.com/BuffaloReg.asp
http://www.mgt.buffalo.edu/career


most vowels moved to the top 
line.  Part of the theory behind 
the layout was actually to make 
typing more awkward.  By placing 
the more common letters in 
harder to reach locations, it 
forced typists to slow down and 
thus actually allowed them to 
type more fluidly.  While that may 
sound a bit counter intuitive, 
most of us in the electronic age 
are spared having to un-jam type 
bars from typing too quickly. 
 
With the advent of electric type-
writers and eventually electronic 
processing, the old limitations no 
longer apply.  As such, August 

Dvorak set out to develop a key-
board layout that would facilitate 
faster typing. He studied the 
statistical usage of letters and 
phonemes (base sounds) in the 
English language and rearranged 
the keyboard to match the more 
common letters to the more 
physiologically simple motions.  
Think about drumming your fin-
gers on a desk. You are more 
likely to tap them from pinky to 
index than the other way.   The 
Dvorak keyboard layout takes 
this sort of thing into considera-
tion. 
 
While there have yet to be con-
ducted rigorous scientific trials to 
see if and by how much a Dvorak 
Keyboard can improve typing 
speed, the Guinness Book of 
World records currently holds the 

world’s fastest typist at 212 
words per minute on a Dvorak 
keyboard.  The same typist on a 
QWERTY keyboard can only 
sustain 150 WPM.  With such 
increases in speed possible, the 
keyboard has attracted the most 
popularity since QWERTY itself 
came out.  It is estimated that 
there are around 100,000 normal 
Dvorak users.  Today, the Dvorak 
Simplified Keyboard (or DSK) is 
available as a software modifica-
tion included with most major 
operating systems and is useable 
with most normal keyboards. 
Although, if you hunt n'peck, the 
letters won't match unless you 

get a relabeled key-
board. 
 
Dvorak also developed 
some one-handed key-
board layouts intended 
for those with injuries or 
handicaps.  For all the 
benefits of Dvorak, we 
don't exactly use the 
same English language 
that was used in the 
1930’s.  Language itself 
is a living, evolving thing.  
I personally can't see 
Charlie Chaplin using an 
expression like "LOL," 
but that's just me.  In 
response to these lin-

guistic changes, there are a few 
other keyboard layouts, such as 
the "COLEMAK" configuration, or 
the cell-phone-like "CRE8TXT" 
keyboard.  As of yet, though, 
they have seen no significant 
popularity. 
 
If you're looking to increase your 
typing speed, it may be worth 
your while to switch to a 
DVORAK keyboard.  But, like 
learning a new language, it can 
take significant time and effort to 
make the shift.  At any rate, I 
hope you find a new appreciation 
for the shackles to which we find 
ourselves all too often bound in 
this modern age.  Until next time, 
here's to keeping your imagina-
tion well fed.  

RALEIGH LOVE 

Most people sit down at a com-
puter and just start typing, gener-
ally without thinking about the 
various systems in place that 
allow them to be productive.  At 
least, that is, until they must go 
without it.  That said, with my 
laptop away getting a part re-
placed, this week’s column is 
brought to you by my desktop 
and its Dvorak style keyboard. 
 
Never heard of Dvorak?  Well, if 
you have, it's likely you may be 
thinking of Antonin Dvorak (and if 
you pronounce Dvor-zhak, you're 
one step closer to how 
it's actually pronounced, 
which I can’t easily de-
scribe with the written 
word)  Anyway, Antonin 
was a composer in the 
late 19th century, but I'm 
referring to his younger 
relative August Dvorak.  
August was a psycholo-
gist who, in 1936 along 
with his brother in law, 
developed an alternative 
key layout to the nearly 
universal QWERTY stan-
dard keyboard. 
 
The QWERTY standard 
was developed in tandem 
with the mechanical typewriter.  
During the mid 1800s, a variety 
of different key layouts was tried 
as various companies produced 
their own.  One example of this is 
the virtually extinct 
"DHIATENSOR" configuration.  
In 1867, a trio on inventors: 
Christopher Sholes, Samuel 
Soule, and Carlos Glidden, pro-
duced the first widely commer-
cially successful typewriting 
machine.  The Sholes-Glidden 
typewriter featured the original 
QWERTY layout, and its success 
prompted other typewriters to 
follow suit. 
 
 
The key layout was intended to 
feature a main row that was 
largely alphabetic with the B and 
C replaced by an S, as well as 
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The Raleigh Story:  An Arbitrary Type  

The man behind the story. 

Hat of the Week 

French name, Northern 
European origin in 1400's  
 
Styles in complete cones as 
well as truncated, normally 
with a veil. 
 
Popularized by upper class 
women to become stereo-
typical "princess" hat 
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BULLS CORNER 

UB Bulls basketball started out 

the season on a role.  Recently, 

their 9 game winning streak 

was ended by Ball State in a 

disappointing 53-51 loss.  Since 

then, the Bulls have lost two 

other games. 

BUFFALO SABRES UPDATE 

Ryan Miller, now with a high ankle sprain, is out for an undetermined amount of time.  How will the Sabres 

hold up without him? 

http://www.ubathletics.buffalo.edu/football/ 

DAVE ANTHONY 

Over the next few weeks, I 
will be highlighting some of 
my favorite classes.  Hope-
fully my suggestions will help 
you decide which courses to 
take next year (if you’re still 
here, that is): 
 

This week: International 

Finance starring Prof. Ken 

Kim 

 

This is one of the best 
classes that I have taken so 
far in the finance depart-
ment.  Prof. Kim really 
makes class interesting 
through his eccentric teach-
ing manner.  He will often 
use realistic examples to 
make class an enjoyable 
experience.   
 
This class is based around 
managing currency transac-
tions and the numerous 
ways there are to do it.  His 

class is typically an after-
noon class an offered twice 
in the semester, so there 
aren’t any early morning 
classes.   
 
If you want the opportunity 
to purchase an option for a 
new BMW convertible and 
enjoy a risk free currency 
trading experiment, then 
give it a try. 
 
 
 

Ask Dave 

Dave Anthony 
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