
RALEIGH LOVE 
 
As itôs that special time that comes around once every four years in the United States, I figured it 
would behoove me to write about something a bit topical while attempting to remain apolitical.  Iôll 
start out by asking a question of my readers with American citizenship.  Have you ever voted for 
president? 
 
Iôll answer that question for you.  NO, you havenôt.  Youôve filled out polls saying whom youôd 
LIKE to be president.  Itôs called the popular vote, which is a bit of a misnomer.  Thatôs how a 
democracy would work. However, technically we donôt have a democracy.  According to the CIA 
World Factbook, we have a ñConstitution-based federal republicò with ñstrong democratic tradi-
tions.ò 
 
That system is realized through the institution known as the Electoral College.  Itôs organized 
under the U.S. constitution under Article 2, section 1, clauses 2-4.  Basically, it outlines that, in-
stead of electing the president directly, people vote for ñelectorsò who pledge to vote for the same 
person the people vote for.  Granted, there is no actual law saying they have to, but some states 
have laws punishing electors who vote for someone for whom they did not pledge. 
 
Likewise, it is only modern convention, not law, which makes electors vote for both a presidential 
candidate along with their selected VP running mate.  Electors are free to vote for whomever they 
choose for President and Vice President.  
 
In 1804, the twelfth amendment changed the 3rd clause and made provisions in case of ties after 
complications arose in the elections of 1796 and 1800. Later, the 23rd amendment gave Wash-
ington D.C. a number of electoral votes equal to the lowest number of votes held by any state. 
 
Electors are divided by state.  Each state gets to vote in a number of electors equal to the total 
number of congressional senators and representatives it has. Senators, Representatives, and 
others holding federal offices are prohibited from being voted in as electors.  Apart from that, 
each state determines its own method of determining electors. 
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both sides.  One of the major 
arguments for eliminating the 
electoral college is that it is 
statistically possible for the 
electoral votes to mismatch 
the popular vote (as has hap-
pened a number of times, 
twice resulting in the election 
of a president who lost the 
popular vote).  
 
On the reverse side, some of 
the proponents of the Elec-
toral College system highlight 
how sparsely populated areas 
would receive virtually no 
representation at all were 
there to be a system of pure 
popular voting.  The Electoral 
College system balances the 

political power spatially, and 
forces candidates to appeal to 
broader ranges of voters, not 
merely urban areas with high 
population density. 
 
The closest the U.S. has ever 
gotten to ending the Electoral 
College was the Bayh-Celler 
amendment proposed in 1970 
after Nixon won with a 21.7% 
lead in the Electoral College, 
but only 0.7% lead in the 
popular vote.  Until next time, 
I encourage you to participate 
in those ñstrong democratic 
traditionsò and keep your 
imagination well fed.  

Most states follow a ñwinner 
take allò method of Electoral 
College voting.  This means 
that if 51% of a stateôs elec-
tors vote for a particular presi-
dential candidate, that candi-
date gets 100% of that stateôs 
electoral votes.  The excep-
tions to this are states Maine 
and Nebraska, who distribute 
their electoral votes by con-
gressional district.  The win-
ner of the majority of repre-
sentative districts gets two 
additional votes (coming from 
the number of state senators). 
 
Some people really like the 
system, others donôt, and 
there are valid arguments on 
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BULLS CORNER 

Bulls won second straight defeating  Ohio, 

32-19 last Tuesday. 

 

UBõs own Bulls football team will play this 

Tuesday (Election night) against Miami 

University.  The game will be aired on 

ESPN2.  They are looking for your support. 

BUFFALO BILLS UPDATE 

Buffalo Bills drop to a 5-3 record following a disappointing loss to the New York Jets (5-3). 

Bills 17, Jets 26 

http://www.ubathletics.buffalo.edu/football/ 

Important Reminders from the Editor-in-Chief 

¶ Please attend one of the two open forums to discuss the planned 

SOM fee to be added to Spring semester tuition.  The forums are 

being held on Wednesday, November 5th @ 12:30 in Jacobs 

106 and Thursday, November 6th @ 12:30 in Alfiero 104.  

¶ Second-YearsðHave you added your resume to the collection to 

be distributed to the Corporate Champions?  If not, the deadline 

is next Monday, November 10th @ 4:00pm. 

¶ Donôt forget to VOTE on Tuesday!! 

 



BRITT BIRD 

Volunteering can transform 
you and the world.   Whether 
you support altruistic values 
through philanthropy, seek 
social justice through activ-
ism, or influence the political 
system through campaigning, 
there is certainly no shortage 
of volunteer opportunities in 
the world today.  
 
As MBA students, many of us 
have limited time and re-
sources to donate, so choos-
ing where to allocate those 
resources becomes an impor-
tant decision.  It may be help-
ful to consider the following:  
 
What causes are important 
to you?   
 
Volunteering to support what 
you feel passionate or 
strongly about can enrich your 
life, enhance your commit-
ment to volunteerism, and 
connect you with others who 
have common interests.  If 
you uncover a community 
need that is not being met 
then consider starting a volun-
teer program.  A wonderful 
resource is http://
www.serviceleader.org/new/
managers/index.php 
 
 
 

What skills do you have to 
offer?   
 
Volunteering in an area where 
you are highly skilled enables 
you to make a positive impact 
right away since you will re-
quire little to no training.   
 
What skills would you like 
to develop?    
 
Volunteer work can be a good 
place to try something new, 
develop skills, and integrate 
learning while serving the 
community.  Do not feel con-
fined to volunteer only in your 
area(s) of expertise.   
 
What are your goals?  
 
 Volunteering in an area that 
supports your goals is a way 
to maximize limited time and 
resources while helping oth-
ers.  For example, if you are 
looking to be more physically 
active, then choose a volun-
teer opportunity such as 
cleaning a city park or partici-
pating in a race for charity. 
 
How much time do you 
have to volunteer?   
 
Be realistic and re-evaluate 
this from time to time adjust-
ing your volunteer commit-
ment(s) as needed.  Also, 
think about whether you can 

volunteer on a consistent 
schedule or if you require 
more flexibility.   Virtual or 
online volunteering can often 
be done anytime (24 hours a 
day) from anywhere with a 
computer and internet access. 
 
If you are looking to volunteer, 
consider the many opportuni-
ties at UB and within the 
School of Management http://
mgt.buffalo.edu/community/
involved .  You can also con-
duct an internet search for 
local non-profits and virtual 
volunteer opportunities using 
your zip code at websites 
such as https://

www.volunteermatch.org/ .    

The United Nations also pro-
vides a list of online volunteer 
opportunities at http://
www.onlinevolunteering.org/
en/vol/resources/

why_volunteer_online.html. 

To verify the legitimacy of a 
particular non-profit consult 
http://www.guidestar.org/
using/index.jsp?
source=dnusing. 

If you have a volunteer oppor-

tunity to share, comments 

about this article, or ideas for 

future articles please email 

babird@buffalo.edu.  
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DAVE ANTHONY 

What type of activities are 

available in Buffalo once it 

gets cold out? 

 

The snow and cold tend to kill 

the ideas of swimming and 

laying on the beach, but there 

are plenty of outdoor activities 

to do.  There are a few moun-

tains for skiing about an hour 

away from here just off of 

Route 219.  The school runs 

buses there every weekend 

so that might be something to 

look into.   

 

There is also sledding in 

Chestnut Ridge Park in Or-

chard Park.  A few MBA's got 

a group of people last year 

down there to do it. 

 

Don't forget also that there is 

an ice rink across the street 

from North Campus and I'm 

sure open skating is available 

at some point in the day. 

 

Or, you could just jack the 

heat up as high as it goes and 

watch the Bill's drop to 0-2 in 

their division.  It's up to you.  

Enjoy the weather! 

 

Please send questions to 

MBAXCHANGE 

@gmail.com   
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Join our group on Facebook! 

The MBA Exchange: 

Because knowledge is POWER 

A Levin Institute meeting will be held on 

Friday, November 7th at 1:30pm.  This is a 

great opportunity to spend a semester in NYC 

and expose yourself to the world of interna-

tional finance.  Contact Professor Perry for 

further details.  If you are interested in 

Finance, you are going to want to attend 

this meeting �y it may be one of the best de-
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